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DAMAGa] 


•a]  TO  FRUITS  AND  V3G5TABLSS  I^^T  TH3  SOUTH 


Broadcast  "by  E.  J.  Sovell,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  iri  the  Depart- 
ment of  Ar^ricv.lture  portion  of  the  National  Jarm  and'  Home  Hour,  ^"uesday,  Janusry 
30,  1940.— over  the  NBC  Blue  Network  J.j^-  ,•  ' 


— ooOoo-- 


ICADDSHLY: 


During  the  rast  10'  daj'^s  we  have  given  you  a  number "  of ,  reports  on  the  damage 
to  fruit  and  vogc'ta"bles  caused  "by  cold  weather  in  the  Southern  States.  Yesterday 

 ''^e  spoke  of  the  low  temperatures  thp.t  prevailed  in  AlaToama  and  Florida  over  -.- 

the  Week  end.     Today  E.  J.  Rowcll,  of  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  is  going 
to  give  us  the  very  latest  information  on  the  freeze  damage  in  Florida,  Texas, 
.  and  other  Southern  States,  —  starting  with  the  report  from  Florida. 


Practically  all  of  the  snap  Tpeans  on  the  lower  east  c'oast  and  in  the 
Everglades  on  the  rim  of  Lake  Okeechohee  were  destroyed.    .Cahhage  in  practically 
all  sections  was  damaged.     Shipments  were  heavy  just  "before  the  cold  weather, 
and  salvage  will  continue  on  cahlDage  ready  to  cut  at  the  time  the  freezing 
v/eather  hit.'    Shipments  of  cahhage  will  he  fairly  heavy  during  the  early  part 
of  this  week.     Celery  was  heavily  damaged.     This  will  meaji  a  lot  of  stripping  at 
time  of  harvest.     The  entire  cucumhor  crop  will  have  to  lie  replanted,  'finter 
plantings  of  egg  plant  were  all  killed.     However  the  plantings  \^rcre  light,  VJhat 
was  left  of  the  green  peas  in  the  Everglades  have  "been  frozen.     Shipments  of 
''his  crop  will  he  over  hy  the  end  of  the  week. 

Practically  all  of  the  peppers  on  the  West  Coast  of  Florida  were  killed, 
'.-■■•-^re  will  he  few,  if  any,  peppers  available  for  market  in  that  area  during  the 
r  j:.,:t  two  months.    The  spring  acreage  which  had  heen  set  in  the  Plant  City  section 
has  also  hoen  killed.    However,  a  sraall  acreage  of  peppers  in  the  Pampano  section 
may  not  have  heen  entirely  killed,  although  thoy  were  ha.dly  damaged.    Potatoes  in 
i)^de  County  which  would  have  "been  ready  for  harvest  ahout  the  middle  of  Fehruary, 
hwe  heen  killed  to  the  ground.     The  acreage  was  too  old  to  expect  any  recovery. 
As  a  result,  shipments  will  he  limited  to  the  few  potatoes  under  the  vines  at 
the  present  time. 

Stra^^berry  shipments  will  he  much  smaller  during  the  next  3  to  4  weeks 
due  to  the  freezing  of  the  herries  and  killing  of  the  hloom.     Tomato  plants 
were  completely  killed  in  Martin,  Bro\\rard,  Dade  and  Collier  Counties,  —  we 
haven't  heard  whether  or  not  the  seed  heds  ^^^ere  saved.     However,  v;o  do  know  that 
plants  will  ho  scarce,  and  farmr:.-rs  will  he  ahlo  to  reset  only  a  small  percentage 
of  the  tomato  acreage.     This  means  no  tomatoes  will  he  available  from  Florida  in 
the  near  future. 


HOWELL: 


And  finally,  from  Florida,  v/atermelon  vines  have  heen  killed  and  will  have 
to  he  rcolantcd. 


-  2  - 


KADDEHLY:  '  '    •  -  -   -  ■ 

Uovj  from  Texas. 

HOmL:     ■'  ■  ■  ■    '  ■■  '  ■ 

All  spring  cro'p  snap  beans  that  yere  ud  ^^'ere  killed,-  but  most  of  the -acreage  • 
will  "be  rctilantod.     Beet  tops  \\rere  "badly  damag^'d,  bu.t  the  roots  escaped  injury. 
Heavy  loss  to  Bermuda  onions  j  s  re-ported  in  the  Coastal  ?end  and  Wilson-Xarnes 
area.     Last  veck  v.'e  said  that  a  considerable  auantity  of  cabbage  he-ids  were  split 
by  the  freeze.     This  has  been  confirmed,  and  there  '•/ill  be  about  a  25  t)crccnt  loss 
in  CHbb-:'-?:c  shipments.     Shit)ments  of  cabbage  from  Texas  will  be  smaller  in  ?e"-ruary, 
but  a-p-barently  enough  youhf?; ' plant  s  survived  to  make  -possible  a  pretty  i^ood  cron  in 
March,'  '  ■"■ 

^(jfeen  peas  ' were  killed  to  the  .ground,  but  the  loss  will  not  be  very  large 
because  throe  fourths  of  "the  crop  was  harvested.    Sarlv  -ootatoijs  in  the  Rio  G-randc? 
Valley  that  were  up,  were  killed  to  the  ground.     This  means  smaller  ---ields.  Spring: 
crop  tomatoes  in  the  ^^io  Oraude  Valley  vrere  also  killed.     Growers  say  the-'-'  are  goin^ 
to  ret)lanf,  but  the  fihal  acr(5age  will  of  course  be  smaller  than  originall:^  planted. 
That  see'-.is ' to  cover  the  highlights  from  Tex^s. 

KADD3RLY; 

And  the  reports  from  other  States  other  than  3^1  ori da  and  Texas.  ■ 

R0W3LL:- 

Just  this.    Most  of  the  cabbage  in  the  Mobile  district  of  Alabama  ^^'as  de- 
stroyed when -the  temperature  dro-p-ped  to  14  yesterday.'    If  growers  can  get  the 
plants,  a  lot  of  the  acreage  vdll  be  replanted.     In  Tennessee  the  cabbage  plants 
are  still  in  hot  beds  and  probably  were  not  seriously  hurt.    No  great  loss  to 
strawberries  is  reported  in  Tennessee. 

KADDERLY: 

■(ad  lib  clof^e) 


